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SCHOOLS 

Second hazing suit filed 


It says staff condoned 
‘ritualistic’ team 
practices 

MARIA SESTITO 

msestito@napanews.com 

A second lawsuit has been 
filed against Napa Valley Unified 
School District and Napa High 
staff members in relation to haz¬ 
ing incidents within the school's 
football department. 


The lawsuit filed on behalf of 
an unnamed minor in U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Court this week alleges that 
NVUSD, Napa High principal An¬ 
nie Petrie, former athletic director 
Brian King, and football coaches 
Troy Mott and Gerald Harris not 
only knew about the football 
team's “pervasive" and “ritual¬ 
istic" hazing practices, but also 
condoned them. 

The school district had no 
comment. District policy is not 
to comment on pending or on¬ 


going litigation, Elizabeth Em¬ 
mett, NVUSD spokesperson, said 
Thursday. 

The plaintiff's attorney, Wil¬ 
liam Johnson of Bennett & John¬ 
son, LLP in Oakland, was not 
available for a comment. 

The suit also alleges that the 
plaintiff, who was on the fresh¬ 
man football team, was jumped, 
held down and violated by another 
student, a teammate identified by 
initials only, on Nov. 30, 2016. 

The student was entering the 


boys' locker room around lunch¬ 
time to change his clothes when 
another student grabbed him, 
overpowered him and forced him 
to the ground, according to the 
suit. While restraining him, the 
boy's attacker began “dry hump¬ 
ing" him, grabbed his genitals 
and, through clothing, poked him 
in the butt, the suit alleges. 

There were other students 
around at the time and the attack 
created a commotion in the locker 
room, which, the suit asserts, 


should have alerted any nearby 
staff member that something was 
going on. 

This practice, which was known 
as “poking" or “getting the fresh¬ 
man," was repeated year after year, 
alleges the suit, with the prior 
year's victims becoming the at¬ 
tackers. Similar incident occurred 
in 2014,2015 and 2016, according 
to the suit. 

The suit alleges that Petrie and 
Please see HAZING, Page A5 
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Cheryl Richburg rearranges some of the remaining items in her store on Wednesday afternoon. After nearly a quarter century in business, she is 
retiring and closing Napa Valley Traditions on Friday. 

End of a tradition 



After nearly a quarter century in business, Cheryl Richburg is retiring 
and closing Napa Valley Traditions on Friday. 


BUSINESS 


Napa Valley Traditions 
closes today 

JENNIFER HUFFMAN 

jhuffman@napanews.com 

A Napa tradition has come 
to an end. On Friday, longtime 
downtown cafe and store Napa 
Valley Traditions will close. 

“We've loved it," said busi¬ 
ness owner Cheryl Richburg. “I 
enjoyed the entire 24 years." But, 
“now is the time to move on." 

Traditions - as it is commonly 
known as — was facing a signifi¬ 
cant rent increase, said Richburg. 

She'd already consolidated the 
business into the much smaller 
“annex" space in the back of the 
original shop. But after the holi¬ 
day season ended, the customers 
just haven't been there, she said. 

Richburg bought the cafe and 
retail business 24 years ago, 
she recalled. Before that, it was 
named Witter's Tea, Coffee & 
Animal Crackers. 

Besides selling coffee, tea, 
housewares, gifts, cards and 
other items, the family's former 
wine business, Bayview Cellars, 
was also located at back of the 


shop for about 10 years. 

During her tenure as owner, 
“there were ups and downs," 
Richburg said. “There were times 
when business was really good." 

In fact, for many years the 
whole commercial structure, 
named the Lazarus building, 
was full. 

A toy store, furniture store, 
restaurants, book store, dance 
studio and other business drew 


both locals and visitors up and 
down the block. Her corner 
store spot, at 1202 Main St., had 
great visibility. There was readily 
available street parking. 

There were also times when 
business wasn't so good. 

The store was impacted by 
economic downturns, she said, 
including the Great Recession. 

After many wineries started 
charging for tastings, the people 


who came to Napa Valley began 
to focus on the wine alone and 
less on shopping, Richburg said. 

“That affected us," she said. 

Two significant floods and 
the 2014 earthquake were other 
challenges, along with construc¬ 
tion and street closures during 
various downtown projects. 

“You just had to survive and 
not complain," Richburg said. 

Through the years, this shop¬ 
keeper said she was careful to 
update her inventory to keep it 
current and appealing to cus¬ 
tomers. 

“We had a style (of) what I saw 
as Napa Valley," said Richburg. 
“I only bought things that (we) 
would buy ourselves." 

At different times, that “we" 
included her sister Barbara 
Rhoda, brother Chuck Simonds 
and mother Lita Simonds, who 
each worked at the store. 

Traditions “was a family," that 
also included both former and 
longtime employees, she said. 
“We treasure that." 

The decision to downsize 
operations into the back room 

Please see TRADITIONS, Page A5 


WINE INDUSTRY 

Growers 
report 
early bud 
break 

More cold could spell 
trouble for vines 

HENRY LUTZ 

hlutz@napanews.com 

The year's first signs of life 
have come to Napa Valley vine¬ 
yards, marking an exceptionally 
early start to the grape growing 
season here. 

The Napa Valley Grapegrow- 
ers announced Thursday that 
bud break, the first stage of vine 
growth — where vines emerge 
from their winter dormancy and 
begin to produce shoots that will 
one day bear grapes — has begun 
in areas like the southern Car- 
neros region. Vines in the area 
are typically the first in Napa 
County to begin the growing 
season and are among the first 
to be harvested each year. 

Ushered in by a weeks-long 
bout of unseasonably warm and 
dry weather, this year's bud break 
launches the growing season 
roughly two weeks earlier than 

Please see BUD, Page A5 


ENVIRONMENT 

St. Helena 
to release 
more water 

JESSE DUARTE 

jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

ST. HELENA - The City 
Council has approved a short¬ 
term plan to bypass more wa¬ 
ter from Bell Canyon Reservoir 
into Bell Creek, in response to 
a lawsuit claiming that the city 
has degraded fish habitat in the 
creek by historically capturing 
too much water in the reservoir. 

The council also approved 
contracts to install equipment 
measuring how much water the 

Please see BYPASS, Page A5 
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